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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 1 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
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Status 

1 )£3 Responsive to communication(s) filed on 30 October 2006 . 
2a)Q This action is FINAL. 2b)E3 This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) [EI Claim(s) 1-37 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) D Claim(s) is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) S Claim(s) 1-37 are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 
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9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) D The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)Q accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1 .121(d). 
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application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Arguments 

1. Applicant's arguments, see Remarks (Page 2), filed 10/30/2006, with respect to 
the Restriction Requirement filled on 09/27/2006 have been fully considered and 
are persuasive. The Restriction Requirement of 09/27/2006 has been withdrawn. 
A new Restriction Requirement is proposed. 

Election/Restrictions 

2. This application contains claims directed to the following patentably distinct 
species: 

A) The species in which claims 1-12, 17-18 and 37 are drawn to 

B) The species in which claims 1 and 13-15 are drawn to 

C) The species in which claims 1 and 16 are drawn to 

D) The species in which claims 1 and 19 are drawn to 

E) The species in which claims 1 and 20-25 are drawn to 

F) The species in which claims 1 and 26-30 are drawn to 

G) The species in which claims 1 and 31-36 are drawn to 

3. The species are independent or distinct because: 

Species A has for example the limitation performing maximum or 
minimum of said measured current located between a maximum or minimum and 
a zero-crossing of said voltage associated with said measured phase current that 
is not required for the other species. 
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Species B has for example the limitation measuring other phase currents 
associated with the remaining phases of said electric motor other than said 
phase associated with said, said measuring other phase is performed 
simultaneously with said measuring a phase current and said measured phase 
current and said other phase currents are each measured a number of times 
equal to the number of phases of said electric motor that is not required for the 
other species. 

Species C has for example the limitation evaluating said measured current 
at points of a respective current path which is defined by a path of said voltage 
associated with said measured phase current that is not required for the other 
species. 

Species D has for example the limitation determining behavior of a second 
phase current based on a value of said measured phase current that is not 
required for the other species. 

Species E has for example the limitation generating an input signal of said 
converter as a function of an output signal of a controller, wherein said controller 
generates pulse width modulated signals that is not required for the other 
species. 

Species F has for example the limitation checking whether a short circuit 
exists between two phases of said electric motor in case of an appearance of an 
overcurrent during said measuring that is not required for the other species. 
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Species G has for example the limitation checking whether a line-to- 
ground fault exists in a phase of said electric motor that corresponds to said 
measured phase current when an overcurrent in a converter valve of said 
converter exists that is not required for the other species. 

4. Applicant is required under 35 U.S.C. 121 to elect a single disclosed species for 
prosecution on the merits to which the claims shall be restricted if no generic 
claim is finally held to be allowable. Currently, claim 1 appears to be generic. 

5. Applicant is advised that a reply to this requirement must include an identification 
of the species that is elected consonant with this requirement, and a listing of all 
claims readable thereon, including any claims subsequently added. An argument 
that a claim is allowable or that all claims are generic is considered 
nonresponsive unless accompanied by an election. 

6. Upon the allowance of a generic claim, applicant will be entitled to consideration 
of claims to additional species which depend from or otherwise require all the 
limitations of an allowable generic claim as provided by 37 CFR 1.141. If claims 
are added after the election, applicant must indicate which are readable upon the 
elected species. MPEP § 809.02(a). 

Conclusion 

7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Roberto Velez whose telephone number is 571- 

♦ 

272-8597. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 8:00am- 
4:30 pm. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Nguyen Ha can be reached on 571-272-1678. The fax 
phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from 
the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information 
for published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public 
PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll- 
free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service 
Representative or access to the automated information system, call 800-786- 
9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

Roberto Velez HAWN NGUV|N^ ivlcD 

Patent Examiner gvJP pov " e,r 




